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District Information:
Name (current or common): Woodland Hills Dekalb Fulton
Other Name(s) (historic or other): Briar Vista, Calhoun Family Grasslands Farm, Woodland Hills Co,
W.E. Worley, Arlington Corp, J.A. Mahoney, Shepherd, W.H. Smith, Zonolite, Lenox Hills (Dekalb Co/Fulton Co),
Lindridge Martin Manor (by City of Atlanta), Lavista Park (Dekalb Co).
Location of District: Fulton Co Land District 17 Land Lots 4-5 and Dekalb County District 18 Land lots
107, 108, & 106; East of Cheshire, South of Lavista, West of Briarcliff, North of RailRoad/Southfork Peachtree
Creek.
City, State, Zip: Atlanta GA 30324 County: Dekalb/Fulton
Acreage: Current: 400 Historic: 250
District Use(s)/types (ex: residence, school, farm, retail, warehouse, church, mill, battlefield):
Current: residential subdivision Historic: residential subdivision/farmland
Date(s) of Development/Platting (if applicable): 1914 provisional, 1920 recorded, 1950-1955 partial
resubdivions and final subdivisions, 1960s multi-family consolidations
Architect/Builder (if applicable/known): 1950s Shepherd/Smith, 1950s others, 1960s others, 1920-1940s
others
Significance: Check the box(es) by the National Register criterion under which you believe this district is
eligible. Refer to the National Park Service’s National Register Bulletin 15: How to Apply the National Register
Criteria for Evaluation – pages 11-24 (https://www.nps.gov/subjects/nationalregister/upload/NRB15_web508.pdf).
You will elaborate on this selection in your “Brief History,” below.
☐ Criterion A (event)
☐ Criterion B (person)
☒ Criterion C (design/construction (architecture))
☐ Criterion D (information potential and/or archeology)

Sponsor:
Name(s): Warnock Properties LLC
Address: Street: P.O. Box 13508
City, State. Zip: Atlanta, GA 30324 County: Dekalb County
Telephone: 706-207-6736 Email: bryan.warnock@warnockproperties.com

Form Prepared By (if different than sponsor):
Name(s): Bryan S. Warnock. President
Company/Organization: : Lindbergh Lavista Corridor Coalition, Inc.
Address: Street: P. O. Box 13124
City, State, Zip: Atlanta, GA 30324 County: Dekalb County
Telephone: N/A Email: president@lindberghlavista.org,

Neighborhood Association or Business Association (if neither is applicable, list municipal contact)
NOTE: We recommend that you voluntarily contact these types of associations as early as possible in the
process, as the nomination will not be able to move forward if a majority of property owners in the district
object to the proposed National Register listing. These associations can help with informing property owners
and also with information gathering.
Organization/Municipal Department: Woodland Hills Neighborhood Association
Contact Name: Board of Directors

Address: Street: P. O. Box 13124
City, State, Zip: Atlanta, GA 30324 County: Dekalb/Fulton County
Telephone:
Email: board@woodlandhillsatlanta.org

Date Submitted: October 21, 2021

Reasons for Nominating the Property (Explain all that apply):
Recognition (explain): The neighborhood is located on the border of multiple county and city jurisdictions and geographical
barriers that cause confusion regarding neighborhood historical and current boundaries. The neighborhood seeks a more
cohesive identity across the jurisdictions and residents are faced with future city annexations by force or by choice. The
neighborhood also seeks to erect new entrance signs across the jurisdictions, and the historic register designation will aid this
process of identifying suitable locations.

Grant Assistance (explain; have you inquired as to the availability of grants or received a grant
application?): This historical neighborhood identification is important for certain types of neighborhood grants.
Tax Incentives (explain; have you inquired about the applicability of tax incentives or received application
forms?): No, tax incentives are not a primary consideration of this historic register designation.
Other public interest in this nomination (explain): A railroad corridor and power transmission lines traverse the
neighborhood. Such projects are often the subject of various local, state, and federal impact reviews that do not generally
identify the significance of the neighborhood as it spans outside their jurisdictions.

Please submit all of the following items in hard copy (please do not send nomination materials in binders,
plastic page covers, or spiral bound):

☐ Recent color photographs: Provide 4 x 6 photographs printed on photographic paper. Show representative
historic properties, nonhistoric buildings, and setting views. Provide two photographs per street and
photographs of all landmark buildings. In general, provide a good representative number of photographs that
convey all types of buildings and areas of the district. Please number the photos in consecutive order, and
identify each photo by number and directional arrow on the district map (see the attached sample map) so
that we can take a visual tour of the district. We cannot review your submission without photographs, and we
regret that we are unable to return them.
See attached Exhibit B
☐ Tax Map: Provide a current tax parcel map of the area at legible scale (at least 1” = 200’ is recommended).
Tax parcel maps are available from your county tax assessor’s office or your local government planning
office. Indicate on the map a general boundary of the area you are interested in nominating (see the attached
sample map). Please label all streets, and include all addresses. Identify each photo by number and
directional arrow on the map. No aerial photos accepted.
See attached Exhibit A

☐ Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps (if available):Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps (Sanborn Maps) are highly detailed
maps of America’s towns and cities, published between the 1870s and 1960s. They indicate the location, use,
plan, construction materials, and number of stories of individual buildings in a community and are an
invaluable research tool. If these are available for your district, you must provide them. For more
information on Sanborn Maps and where to locate them, see
https://www.dca.ga.gov/sites/default/files/sanbornfireinsurancemaps_0.pdf
See attached Exhibit C: Historic City of Atlanta Maps

☐ Brief history: Provide a brief history of the district and discuss why you are proposing this particular area for
nomination. Why is the district important? When was it important? Why do you think that the district meets

the National Register Criteria that you checked on page 1? How does this district represent a distinguishable
entity of historically related properties? How is this district different from its surrounding areas?
See Narrative Section Below.
See attached Exhibit D: Various Archives 1913-1914
See attached Exhibit E: Various Archives mid-1950s
See attached Exhibit F: Various Archives post 2000s.
See attached Exhibit G: Excerpt from City of Atlanta Study of Cheshire Bridge Corridor 1999
See attached Exhibit H: Excerpt from Lindbergh Lavista Corridor Coalition Study 2008
☐ Historic photographs: Provide copies of historic photographs of the area if available (please do not send
originals). Historic photographs can be critical to our ability to advise you regarding eligibility, so please
make an effort to find any available. These are often available at your local historical society or library.
See attached Exhibits D, E, F, G, H.
☐ Physical description: Provide a physical description of the district, including an overview of the types and
dates of historic resources, as well as major new construction and large-scale changes that have occurred
within the last 50 years. Fill in the blanks below and use this information to write a narrative.
Overall Character (ex: topography, patterns of development, bodies of water,, setting, rural v. urban)
Historic: Primarily Post WWII residential dwelling construction following a development pattern envisioned in

1914 and platted in both Dekalb and Fulton in 1920.
Current: The lot platting patterns are largely unchanged although a few multi-family garden apartment lots have
been consolidated. The neighborhood is beginning to see new infill development on existing lots and additional to
historic residential buildings.

Pattern of Subdivision (ex: grid pattern, curvilinear, follows natural terrain)
Historic: curvilinear streets following the natural terrain
Current: same as above
Distinct Parts, Areas or Sections of District (ex: residential, commercial, public/government,
agricultural)
Historic: residential, commercial, public
Current: same as above
Primary Building Types (See website for building types: http://georgiashpo.org/buildingtypes)
Historic: Residential, Commercial, Agricultural
Current: Residential: Single Family, Two Family and Multifamily; Commercial
Primary Building Styles (ex: Greek Revival, Queen Anne, Craftsman) (note: not all resources have a
style, and if architectural style is not relevant to this district, you should explain this in your narrative)
Historic: Ranch
Current: Ranch, Traditional, Modern, Craftsman
Landscape Characteristics (ex: streetscapes, setbacks and yards, parks
and squares, wooded areas):
Historic: all structures generally have similar streetscapes setbacks and front and rear yards.
Current: There is currently no park interior to the proposed district, several parks or green spaces surround the
neighborhood including Morningside Nature Preserve (Fulton Co/Atlanta), and Zonolite Park (Dekalb Co).

Physical Features of Historic Transportation Routes (ex: highways, streets, rail lines, streetcar lines):
Historic: CSX (Seaboard Air Line aka Carolina Railroad), neighborhood streets. There was an old “Briarcliff
Road” that crossed under the railroad trussell that connect the northern neighborhood to the southern portion of
Zonolite.
Current: Walking Trails

Developmental highlights? (include ALL major changes and dates; ex: annexed into city c. 1925;
replatted c.1934; agricultural acreage sold c. 1995, 5 buildings demolished in 1987).:
Although much of the neighborhood was planned as earlier as 1914 by W.E. Worley and the Woodland
Hills Company, beginning along Woodland Avenue and Lenox Road (formerly Highland Ave) in Fulton
County and over to Palafox Drive in Dekalb County, the original planned subdivision had larger lot
widths of 100-120 feet wide. The remaining lots were replatted in 1920 into smaller 50 feet wide lots in
the 1920s and the neighborhood stalled again. Some housing construction occurred during this time and
but most lots in this corridor were apparently sold vacant to individuals. The larger tracts were resold by
the bank in various interests. The president of the Woodland Hills Company, J.A. Mahoney, managed to
consolidate much of the land in his own name until selling to various builders in 1950s. Much of the
consolidated neighborhood that remained vacant was resubdivided at this time into predominately 65-70
feet wide lots. Much of Argonne Way remained at the 50 feet wide lots. Most the major building of one
family and two-family homes occurred post World War II in the 1950s to mid-1960s. In the mid-1960s,
Woodland Avenue lots were consolidated into garden apartments and condominiums.
Primary Landmark Buildings (include type and construction date; ex: theater c. 1940, elementary
school c. 1920, court house c. 1860):
Briar Vista Elementary School is within the district. According to the Dekalb County website, the
original school was built in the 1955 with additions in 1957, 1970, and a gymnasium in 2000. Several
Commercial buildings are located on Zonolite Rd that were also built during the mid-1950s. Peachtree
Baptist Church is on the boundary of the district and has an onsite cemetery.
Archeological Potential: Has there been an archeological survey in the district or are there known
archeological resources in the district (ex: ruins, artifacts, foundation remains, etc.)? If so, explain:
Much of the Dekalb District 18 Land Lots 107 and part of 108 was the Grasslands Farm owned by
Calhoun family. The Calhoun family sold the original 100 foot wide strip of the property to the
“Georgia Carolina and Northern Railway Company” on December 20, 1890. The title origins of Dekalb
County District 18 Land Lot 106 (Briar Vista Elem and Franklin Terrence area) has not been fully
explored. The title origins of the Fulton County District 17 Land Lots 4 and 5. The southern boundary
follows the Southfork of Peachtree Creek. In addition, a number of abandoned railroad spur lines are
located along Zonolite Rd. There was an old pond between Shepherds and Vista Trl that was drained in
the 1950s as part of the neighborhood development. Deeds were recorded to remove and prevent
development of any future dam downstream.

Narrative:
The Woodland Hills Historic District consists of four contiguous related residential subdivisions
constructed primary between the late 1920s and the early 1960s in what were then the outer suburbs
of Atlanta, about six miles north of downtown. The neighborhood was first platted in July 1920 in
the north western end of the neighborhood along the Fulton and Dekalb County border. Noted on the
July 1920 plat is a block “A” which is taken from the 1914 plat found in promotional materials and
surveyor archives. Home development stalled and was fully halted until after WWII when the
remaining phases mostly on the Dekalb County were platted between 1950 to 1954. Many of these
platted streets already appeared on pre-WWII road maps in the approximate locations.
The layout of the district is somewhat irregular with mostly rectilinear streets, but it also includes
curving streets and cul-de-sacs. Lots and setbacks tend to be uniform with their subdivisions, except
for some corner lots and cul-de-sacs. Many streets dead-ended in anticipation of future phases or
closed railroad crossings.
The ranch house is the most prevalent house type, usually exhibiting either no style (the plain ranch)
or elements of the Colonial Revival. Most houses are modest in size and design, with almost half of

them being of compact ranch type. Brick veneer, sometime with wood upper sections or a portion of
the façade is a common exterior material. Some dwellings are fully brick exteriors. Overall integrity
is good but noncontributing buildings include a number of houses with extensive alterations and a
few infill houses that are less than 50 years old.
The landscape is rolling hills with mature trees and no sidewalks, except on Lenox Drive, Lavista
Road, Shepherds Lane, and Briar Vista Terrace. While the district predominately is single-family
detached residential, the northwestern portion of the neighborhood along Woodland Avenue
developed into multi-family garden style apartment homes transitioning to an adjacent area of twofamily duplexes and triplexes in the area of Arlington Pkwy. Immediately west of the district is a
commercial corridor that support shopping centers and restaurants. Southern portions of the district
are bound by the CSX Railroad as it created a physical barrier after the earlier closure of the railroad
crossing on Old Briarcliff Road, near approximate Zonolite Road. Briarcliff Road and Lavista Road
and generally identify the eastern and northern boundaries, respectively. The district has a hilly
landscape with many hills and valleys. There are some flood prone portions and a few unbuildable
lots. Several of the streets have steep slopes. The streets tend to follow the ridge or the valley between
the hills. South Fork Peachtree creek flows just south of the property a few hundred feet from the
railroad.
Much of the land was used for farming prior to the subdivisions. A plat of the Dekalb County Land
Lot 107 and the southern portion of Land Lot 108 was called “Grasslands Farm” owned by the
Calhoun family until the early 1900’s when purchased by W. E. Worley and the Woodland Hills
Company. The 1915 Dekalb County Land Lot Plan identifies the area as “Grasslands Farm, Pat
Calhoun, 258.6 ac, Woodland Hills Co.”
J. A. Mahoney was the president of the Woodland Hills Company when the portions of Woodland
Avenue were platted in 1920 and sold through the early 1920s. The Fulton National Bank of Atlanta
eventually foreclosed on the remaining land and lots owned by the Woodland Hills Co selling it in ¼
interest to J. A Mahoney and ¾ interest to Mason. This ¾ interest was foreclosed again by the same
bank and sold to the Arlington Company. These two parties exchanged factional ownership so as
each would come to own a 100% interest, J. A. Mahoney approximately west of Janes Lane and
Arlington Company approximately east of Janes Lane. Many years later J. A. Mahoney would come
to own all of this land again (except for the early lots sold in the 1920s). J. A. Mahoney would later
sell that eastern portion to W. C. Shepherd of Shepherd Construction, a family that owned some
property in neighboring Land Lot 106. W. C. Shepherd sold this land a few years later after World
War II to W. H. Smith. W. H. Smith also purchased part of the remainder of the Dekalb Co portion
(approx. east of Palafox and west of Janes) from the Estate of J. A. Mahoney. W. H. Smith completed
the platting of the development on the eastern side in several phases as identified by the recorded
plats and sold all the lots in the eastern side of Woodland Hills except for those in the Briar Vista
Terrace subdivision.
Some the earlier covenants from the original neighborhood included no lots to be used for a “cemetery
hospital or sanitorium,” that the “lots as shown on said plat shall be adhered to” and “that the
Woodland Hills Company reserves the right to lay and place or authorize the laying and placing of
electric or other street car tracts...in any of the streets of Woodland Hills.” Racial restrictions were
found in the deeds of early 1920s era subdivision, but these racial covenants were not found in the
later 1950s deeded parcel or final plats. Covenants for the parcels by W.H. Smith are found on the
subdivision plats and expired in 1980.

Much of Palafox and the western side of Fulton Co Wooland Hills in the early 1920 plat was sold by
the Estate of J. A. Mahoney to Max L. Kuniansky for development. Additional research of title on
the Fulton Co side is needed to confirm, but is believed to be derived from the Cheshire and then
Veach families. Veach is understood to be a banker having foreclosed on many farms in the area.
Some of this was replated by Deotsch (Ogilvie and Palafox) in to larger 65’ lots. Arnold remains as
the original 1950’s platted 50’ wide lots. Arlington Parkway was platted with covenants for
duplex/two-family construction and the rear portion of Briar Vista Terrace was also platted with
covenants allowing duplex/two-family construction.
Early portions of Woodland Ave (from Lenox Rd to Arlington Rd) become consolidated multi-family
garden apartments in mid-1960s on the outer edges of Fulton County and City of Atlanta limits and
the outer edges of Dekalb County.
A few of the early houses remain along Lenox Drive (formerly Highland Ave). These remaining
early houses were mostly built after World War I and the Great Depression with years built dates in
the mid-1940s. Tax records also indicate that in this location a couple of houses also remain with
years built in the 1920s and 1930s.
The residential property Fronting Lenox Road (formally Highland Ave) south of the railroad
straddling the Dekalb Co and Fulton Co boundary was eventually platted as Lenox Hills Subdivision
along Lenox Road and as a semi-circle to and from Lenox Road. This plat did not contain any of the
additional interior street vehicular connections across the railroad as was originally planned by the
Woodland Hills Company. Although Lenox Hills is also similar mid-1950s post World War II
construction, it was not included in the proposed Woodland Hills Historic District due to the larger
width lots.
The property on the western side of Lenox Road is referred to in deeds as the J. E. Star property.
These lots are a bit larger width than the interior of the Woodland Hills district although more similar
to the original Woodland Hills plan. Therefore, these lots have preliminarily been excluded from the
proposed Woodland Hills Historic District. We noted another preliminary May 1920 plan proposed
smaller 50 wide lots off 3 new streets here: Franklin Drive, Laurie Way, and Blount Way.
The industrial area identified as Parcel “K” on the 1914 provisional subdivision plan and currently
known as Zonolite area was mostly sold by The Woodland Hills Co in the 1915 (recorded 1925) to
D. Nichols initially for Dairy Farming as this was a low lying area not suitable for housing. On the
eastern border of this parcel, an old road known as Old Briarcliff Road connected the two portions of
Land Lot 107 well until the 1950s when it was closed by Shepherd family which at the time still
owned the property on the eastern side of Old Briarcliff Road on north and south sides of the railroad
right of way when a new road was planned and constructed as Zonolite Road by Dekalb County.
Zonolite was a brand of asbestos by W.R Grace which was manufactured at the site. All of this
Zonolite Road area in Dekalb Co south of and separated by the railroad is currently a commercial
area and it was not included in the proposed Woodland Hills historic district boundaries. A public
greenspace called Zonolite Park was built in this area but it difficult to access from the residential
parts of the neighborhood due to the physical barrier of the railroad.

We will contact you via email after we review your district with a formal recommendation as to whether you
should pursue nomination. Please remember that this initial submission is only preliminary documentation
and does not guarantee eligibility. National Register nomination will require additional research and
completion of the 10-900 form, which is available on our website. See website for more information about the
full nomination process. Note that any eligibility determinations expire after three years from the date of a
determination letter. Even during those three years, eligibility may require reassessment if the district
experiences significant changes or alterations. Please feel free to contact Olivia Head, National Register
Specialist, at 404-486-6377 or by email at olivia.head@dca.ga.gov with any questions. If this form is more
than one year old, please contact our office to see if an updated form is available. Submit complete
applications, including hard copies of all materials, to:
National Register Program
Georgia Department of Community Affairs
Historic Preservation Division
60 Executive Park South, NE
Atlanta, Georgia 30329
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WHNA
Greater Woodland Hills
Woodland Hills
WHNA
Platted Woodland Hills
Briar Vista Elem School
Briarcliff 2000 - Euclade Ct
Briar Vista Terrace
Lavista
JE Star Property

Multi-family Two-family
Sloan Square
Lavista Co-Op
Weatherstone
Townhomes
Multi-Family
Two-Family and Duplex
Duplex
Duplex

Commercial
Peachtree Baptist Church
Sheppard Property
Business
Marcus Institute
Business

Woodland Hills Neighborhood Association and Platted Woodland Hills

Commercial
Commercial

Municipality
Brookhaven
City of Atlanta

County
Dekalb County
Fulton County

Historical Layers
Historical Woodland Hills Co 1914
Grasslands Farm
Old Briarcliff Road & Train
Trestle
Old Briarcliff Road

A) Woodland Hills Drive at Country Lane

B) Country Lane at Woodland Hills Drive

C) Country Lane at Vista Trail

D) Vista Trail at Country Lane

E) Vista Trail

F) Vista Trail

G) Arnold Avenue

H) Arnold Avenue

I) Arnold Avenue

J) Palafox Drive

K) Palafox Drive

L) Arlington Parkway

M) Arlington Parkway at Arlington Avenue

N) Hampton Way

O) Lenox Road between Ogilvie Drive and Hampton Way

P) Ogilvie Drive at Arlington Avenue

Q) Arlington Avenue between Argonne Way and Ogilvie Drive

R) Argonne Way

S) Woodland Avenue

T) Janes Lane

U) Janes Lane

V) Janes Lane at Woodland Hills Dr.

W) Ralph Road

X) Ralph Road

Y) Shepherds Lane

Z) Shepherds Lane

AA) Shepherds Lane

BB) Shepherds Lane

CC) Briar Vista Terrence

DD) Briar Vista Terrence

EE) Franklin Circle

FF) Franklin Circle

GG) Franklin Circle

HH) Franklin Circle

II) Franklin Circle at Briar Vista Terrence (Weatherstone
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1914 June 28 - Woodland Hills Atlanta GA - W. E. Worley For Sale Add
Clipped By:
hist13871
Sun, Jun 27, 2021

Copyright © 2021 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved.

The Atlanta Constitution (Atlanta, Georgia) · 22 Jun 1951, Fri · Page 30
Downloaded on Jun 21, 2021

1951 Woodland Hills Subdivision Sales clip
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1952 Oct 21 - Holbrook Realty Co 1388 Arnold Ave for sale
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2009 Feb 08 - Woodland Hills Atlanta GA - Article Helen Elsenstein
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Appendix

History of
Cheshire Bridge Road
Early History

The earliest record of Cheshire Bridge Road appears in the early 1820s,
when whites first began to settle the area. At the time, the area was still
inhabited by Native Americans and was part of the DeKalb County
wilderness, as Fulton County had not yet been created. As such, these
early settlers were primarily pioneering farmers or millers who worked at a
few small mills along area creeks. 1
One such early settler was Abraham Chandler. It is known that by 1823
Abraham Chandler had built a home, small store and farm at what is now the
intersection of LaVista and Cheshire Bridge Roads. While by today’s standards it
would be viewed as little more than an outpost in the wilderness, the farm was a
tangible sign of progress at the time. On May 20, 1823, the Inferior Court of
DeKalb County created a new militia district for the area that now includes
Cheshire Bridge Road, and simultaneously appointed Abraham Chandler as
overseer of the poor in the area. The appointment was a positive reflection on
both him and his store.2

The Cheshire Bridge

Another well-known settler in the early nineteenth century was Captain Hezekiah
Cheshire. Captain Cheshire actually lived at what is now 1184 North Highland
Avenue, 3 but his sons Napoleon and Jerome built small farms on both sides of
Peachtree Creek’s south fork, near the present location of the Hellenic Center
and Faulkner Road. 4 In order to connect their farms, they built a small bridge
known as the Cheshire Bridge. In time the bridge, located at the site of the
current bridge over the south fork, became a landmark in the area and the entire

1

City of Atlanta. Department of Budget and Planning. NPU F Profile. Atlanta:
City of Atlanta, 1982.
2
Garrett, Franklin. Atlanta and Environs. 2 vols. Athens: University of Georgia
Press, 1954.
3
City of Atlanta. Department of Budget and Planning. NPU F Profile. Atlanta:
City of Atlanta, 1982.
4
Martin, Albert. Personal Interview. 14 May 1998.
Cheshire Bridge Road Study
June 1999
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section of road running from Piedmont north was called Cheshire Bridge Road.
(see Figure 1)

Transportation

In 1835 the area received a major boost when DeKalb County began developing
a road designed to improve transportation between Decatur and Pace’s Ferry on
the Chattahoochee River. Part of this road was to run from Garrison’s Mill on
Peachtree Creek to Abraham Chandler’s store and then on to Decatur. The
road, which was called Paces Ferry Road, included a bridge over Peachtree
Creek called Chandler’s Bridge and was located on parts of today’s LaVista
Road and Morosgo Drive. 5
The Cheshire Bridge Road area changed little during the period from 1835 to the
1870s. More small farms were built, but perhaps the most noteworthy event from
the period occurred in 1857 when a grand jury found Chandler’s Bridge to be one
of only two unsafe bridges in the county. During the Civil War,
Union forces on their way to Atlanta burnt the bridge over North
Fork Peachtree Creek northeast of today’s Cheshire Bridge
Road, but little else happened during the war. A few years later,
in the 1870s the Atlanta and Charlotte Air Line Railroad was
completed and included a stop in the nearby Rock Spring
community, which opened the area up to potential future
development. 6 The railroad ran on the path of the current
railroad right-of-way which passes under Cheshire Bridge Road.
When Southern agriculture experienced a slump in the period
following the Civil War the effects were felt on Cheshire Bridge
Road. Many of the farmers had their land foreclosed on by
banks because they could not afford to pay their mortgages. So
it was that Mr. Veach, a banker from Adairsville, GA, came to
own approximately 5,000 acres of land around Cheshire Bridge
Road in the post Civil War slump.7

When Mr. Veach died he left all of the property in the area to his
five children. This, however, presented a problem since there
were only four corners around the Cheshire Bridge and LaVista
Figure 1: Early settlement around Cheshire
Road intersection. To compensate for this he gave four children
Bridge Road.
parcels around the intersection and gave his son Grady the land
running east into DeKalb County along what is now Woodland Avenue and
Lenox Road. Each child built a permanent residence on their parcel, except for
his daughter who owned the land to the northeast of the LaVista Road and
Cheshire Bridge Road intersection, where the Tara Theater is. She continued to
6

City of Atlanta. Department of Budget and Planning. NPU F Profile. Atlanta:
City of Atlanta, 1982.
6
Mitchell, Herman. Personal Interview. 14 May 1998.
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live in Adairsville, but did eventually build a summerhouse at the northeastern
corner of the intersection. 8

The Twentieth Century
Suburbanization Begins

The Cheshire Bridge Road area
began to experience its most
significant changes in the 1910s.
By 1914 plans were underway for
a
garden
suburb
called
Woodland Hills, on the land
owned by Grady Veach. The
developer of Woodland Hills
boasted of “property of the
highest class” with “beautiful
forest trees,” in real estate
advertisements of the time.
Furthermore, they boasted of Figure 2: Bungalow at 1073 Woodland Avenue
suburban train service to the city
and the expected arrival of the trolley. 9 By 1921 Woodland Hills appeared on
city maps alongside other intown neighborhoods such as Druid Hills and Ansley
Park. However, unlike the latter two, Woodland Hills failed to develop as a
garden suburb and remained idle for almost thirty years. A sole bungalow at
1073 Woodland Avenue and a handful of homes along Lenox Road serve as the
only reminder of Woodland Hills’ beginnings. (see Figure 2)
By the 1920’s there had also been some small-scale residential development
around the southern portion of Cheshire Bridge Road and a small public school
for white children was located on what is now Manchester Street. 10 A 1923 road
map of Fulton County calls this cluster of buildings around the intersection of
Piedmont Road and Cheshire Bridge Road “Mina.” On later maps, however,
there is no reference to “Mina.” 11

The Twenties

The area once again entered a period of stagnation between the two world wars.
Even during the Roaring Twenties, when much of the open land around Atlanta
was being replaced by bungalow development, Cheshire Bridge was overlooked
by the development community.
This may be largely attributed to poor
transportation facilities in the area when compared to other parts of the city at the
time.

9

Yaarab Shriners. Convocation Program. Atlanta: Yaarab Shriners,
1914.
10
United States Coast Guard and Geodetic Survey and Atlanta Mapping
Division Topographic Map, Sheet 58. Map. Atlanta: City of
Atlanta, 1927.
11
Road Map of Fulton County. Map. Atlanta: HC Wilson Civil Engineers,
1923.
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Post World War II
Only with the arrival of post-World War II prosperity did Cheshire Bridge Road
begin to develop in earnest. By 1948 development was once again underway at
Woodland Hills. The new Woodland Hills, however, was quite different from the
original plan. Instead of a gracious garden suburb with large lots and gently
curving streets, the Post War Woodland Hills included almost 500 closely
spaced, single-family homes on small lots built with money from GI loans.12 (see
Figure 3) Many of the homes were built with lumber produced from trees on the
site, which would eventually cause the paint on the homes to peel, as green
wood does not hold paint well. 13
Another
residential
community
developed in 1948 was D.L. Stokes’
subdivision in the southwestern
quadrant of the Cheshire Bridge and
LaVista Road intersection, now part
of the Lindridge-Martin Manor
neighborhood. Like the Woodland
Hills
neighborhood,
this
development
was
developed
primarily for GI’s returning from
World War II. 14
Figure 3: Post War development in

Also at this time, a large apartment Woodland Hills
complex was constructed at 2240
and 2250 Cheshire Bridge Road. 15 This project, along with the other residential
subdivisions, spurred the development of auto-dependent businesses to serve
the new residents.

Commercial
Development

The commercial development on Cheshire Bridge Road initially occurred in two
nodes. One node was around the intersection at LaVista Road, and included a
building housing LaVista Hardware, Happy Herman’s, and a dry cleaner. (see
Figure 4) This intersection also included a gas station owned by Bill Myers.
During the early years of operation, many of these businesses relied entirely on
commuter traffic, as there was still not a sizable residential base in the
neighborhood and the women who stayed at home during the day generally did
not drive. At Happy Herman’s, for example, most of the customers came in

12

Royston, Deborah. “Woodland Hills.” Atlanta Journal-Constitution Homefinder
23 May 1993: 6,7.
13
Mitchell, Herman. Personal Interview. 14 May 1998.
14
Mitchell, Herman. Personal Interview. 14 May 1998.
15
Atlanta City Directory Company. Atlanta City Directory. Atlanta: Atlanta City
Directory Company, 1948.
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between 4:00 and 6:00 PM as
male commuters drove home from
their jobs downtown. 16
The other node was farther south,
at the intersection with Piedmont
Road.
Perhaps the most
prominent feature of this southern
node was a popular restaurant
called Twelve Oaks. Because it
was still considered to be “out in
the country” in the 1940s, many
high school kids would drive their
cars up to Twelve Oaks to get Figure 4: The building housing LaVista Ace
away from their parents. After Hardware represents early commercial
that, they may have decided to growth.
head out to the area on Lenox Road near where the railroad crosses it, which
was a popular “make out” spot.17
During the 1950s freeway construction also began to alter the area. The
construction of Interstate 85 greatly improved accessibility to the area and
encouraged additional commercial and residential development, including
LaVista Park. This accessibility would have been further enhanced by the
construction of Interstate 485, which was designed to cross Cheshire Bridge
Road near its intersection with Piedmont.
At the end of the 1960s Cheshire Bridge Road had been commercialized along
its length with a variety of businesses.18 The road even boasted a small
shopping center (at the northeast quadrant of the Cheshire Bridge Road and
LaVista Drive intersection) which once housed a gentleman’s club called the
Brave Falcon.
There had even been some industrial development around
Faulkner Road, on which Erwin Greenbaum and John Huntsinger had developed
industrial and warehouse space and Ervindale Dairies had built a processing
plant. 19

The 1970s

By the beginning of the 1970s some of the residential districts around Cheshire
Bridge Road, and in particular, Woodland Hills, began to enter a period of
decline. Drawn by new development farther out in the suburbs, families began to
pass by Woodland Hills as a potential neighborhood to live in. With its small
homes on small lots, the neighborhood no longer met the expectations of young
16

Mitchell, Herman. Personal Interview. 14 May 1998
Mitchell, Herman. Personal Interview. 14 May 1998
18
Atlanta City Directory Company. Atlanta City Directory. Atlanta: Atlanta City
Directory Company, 1962.
19
Mitchell, Herman. Personal Interview. 14 May 1998.
17

Cheshire Bridge Road Study
June 1999

Appendix:9

Appendix

families in search of a home. Many of the homes fell into a state of disrepair, and
some homes close to Cheshire
Bridge Road were razed and
replaced by apartments. 20 In 1975
the Atlanta Housing Authority began
construction on a public housing
complex at 2170 Cheshire Bridge
Road, which also indicated declining
property values.21
While the residential areas of
Cheshire Bridge Road declined in
the 1970s, the situation was not as
bad for commercial properties. With
time, the commercial district
continued to grow and change.
Many new restaurants opened along Figure 5: One of many antique stores
the road and it was known locally as located along Cheshire Bridge Road
“Restaurant Row.” Furthermore, many antique stores also opened on the road to
capitalize on the growing antique industry in Buckhead and the northeast
suburbs of Atlanta. (see Figure 5)

The 1980s

Paradoxically, the 1980s brought a near reverse of fortune for the commercial
and residential districts. Many of the homes in Woodland Hills began to be
bought up and renovated by singles and childless couples in search of affordable
housing near downtown Atlanta and Buckhead. 22
The commercial component of Cheshire Bridge Road fared considerably worse.
In the early 1980s adult businesses began moving into the area and caught the
attention of many area residents. As time went on, the road began to lose the
“Restaurant Row” image and started to be known as the best place in Atlanta to
buy pornography, view erotic dancers, and partake in other adult activities. This
perception still exists today, even though restaurants, antique stores, and other
establishments far outnumber adult businesses.

Today

Cheshire Bridge Road is again in a period of transition. Throughout the City of
Atlanta the demand for intown living is increasing as suburban congestion and
pollution make urban neighborhoods, such as Cheshire Bridge, more attractive.
20

Royston, Deborah. “Woodland Hills.” Atlanta Journal-Constitution Homefinder
23 May 1993: 6,7.
21
Atlanta City Directory Company. Atlanta City Directory. Atlanta: Atlanta City
Directory Company, 1975.
22
Royston, Deborah. “Woodland Hills.” Atlanta Journal-Constitution Homefinder
23 May 1993: 6,7.
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Furthermore, zoning changes enacted by the City of Atlanta have stopped the
spread of adult businesses along the road, but pre-existing businesses were
exempted from the changes and continue to operate. Meanwhile, businesses
along the road have joined forces with the City of Atlanta in an attempt to
revitalize Cheshire Bridge Road. If plans are successful, the neighborhood will
capitalize on its rich inventory of antique shops, restaurants, and other
businesses to change the road’s image and create a truly unique urban
neighborhood for residents, businesses and visitors.
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2.2 LAND USE / URBAN DESIGN
The Lindbergh‐LaVista Corridor’s unique history, convenient access to employment centers, affordable
housing, and strong sense of community is very appealing to many seeking to experience in‐town living.
Although the Corridor possesses many attributes that current residents and potential in‐town dwellers
admire; a number of Lindbergh‐LaVista Corridor residents expressed a strong desire to witness
tremendous improvements in the placement and design of sidewalks, better urban design
considerations, and higher development quality; while maintaining the area’s affordable, single‐family
housing. The following reviews existing land‐uses, urban design conditions, and future areas susceptible
to development.

2.2.1 HISTORY
Both farming and transportation provided the framework in which the entire Lindbergh‐LaVista Corridor
was settled and developed. The earliest records of settlement in the Lindbergh‐LaVista Corridor indicate
the area was first settled in the early 1820s by white pioneering farmers and mill workers. In 1823, the
humble beginnings of commercial activity commenced when Abraham Chandler built a home, a small
store, and a farm near the intersection of present day Cheshire Bridge and LaVista Roads. During this
same time, two other recognized settlers, Jerome and Napoleon Cheshire—two brothers—are credited
for settling the area due south of Chandler’s farmstead. The brothers built small farms on both sides of
the South Fork of Peachtree Creek and connected the two farms with a bridge—aptly named Cheshire
Bridge. This bridge, in time, became a local landmark and would later pave the way for the route of
modern day Cheshire Bridge Road. In 1835, DeKalb County decided it was necessary to facilitate the
construction of new road connecting the city of Decatur with Paces Ferry on the Chattahoochee River.
After construction, the new road was named Paces Ferry Road, and portions of this road would later
become the modern day routes for LaVista and Lindbergh Roads. Very little changed from 1835 to 1870,
with most of the area’s farming, rural character remaining largely intact.
After the Civil War, agricultural production waned considerably in the South, as business community and
government leaders focused extensively on industrialization. Rail played a pivotal role in Southern
industrialization efforts and the Atlanta and Charlotte Air Line was completed in 1870. A rail stop was
included along the rail line in the nearby Rock Spring community, providing opportunities for future
development in the area. Also during this time, many farms in the Corridor struggled to make mortgage
payments, and many foreclosed on their properties. Most of the land fell into the hands of Mr. Veach, a
banker from Adairsville, Georgia. Mr. Veach came to own approximately 5,000 acres of land. Upon his
passing, he left to his five children property surrounding the four corners of the Cheshire Bridge and
LaVista Road intersection and property running along present day Lenox Road and Woodland Avenue.
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Figure 2.2‐1: Bungalow housing from the 1950s and 1960s.

In 1914, suburbanization commenced with plans for a garden suburb, Woodland Hills, to be developed
on the land owned by Grady Veach. The garden suburb was marketed as a “property of the highest
class” with “beautiful forest trees” in real estate advertisements; however the garden suburb failed to
materialize fully and remained idle for almost thirty years. In 1921, historical maps included the
Woodland Hills suburb. In 1948, three years after the end of World War II, construction once again
commenced on both Woodland Hills and Lindridge‐Martin Manor—except this time, plans called for
some 500 closely spaced, single family detached homes on small lots with GI loans.
During the 1950s, the construction of Interstate 85 greatly improved access into the Corridor and
further encouraged more commercial and residential development—including LaVista Park. Towards
the end of the 1960s, the entire length of Cheshire Bridge Road contained a number of commercial and
retail establishments. A small shopping center was constructed at the northeastern corner of the
intersection of Cheshire Bridge and LaVista Roads and some industrial development occurred on
Faulkner Road. Towards the beginning of the 1970s, pockets of the Woodland Hills neighborhood
entered into a period of steep decline. Partly a symptom of white suburban flight and young families
wanting larger homes and larger lots, many of the homes fell into disrepair, were razed, and replaced by
apartment buildings. Although residential areas began to decline, the commercial areas did not; many
new restaurants opened earning Cheshire Bridge Road the nickname “Restaurant Row” and a number of
antique galleries opened to capitalize on the growing antique markets in Buckhead and the northeastern
suburbs.
In the 1980s, some gentrification occurred, as a number of childless couples sought affordable
residential areas in close proximity to Atlanta’s central business district and the dining, entertainment,
and shopping destinations of Midtown and Buckhead. It is also during this time, that adult business
started to move into the area and the “Restaurant Row” image quickly faded and the area started to
become widely known as a destination for adult entertainment. Today, the Corridor remains one in
transition from an urban environment along the northern and western edges to a suburban
environment along the eastern edges. Many still find the corridor highly attractive due to the area’s
diversity and close proximity to employment destinations.
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Figure 2.2‐2: LaVista Walk, one of the newer developments located on LaVista Road.

2.2.2 ORIENTATION

Figure 2.2‐3: The Lindbergh‐LaVista Study Area in Context Map.
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The Lindbergh‐LaVista Corridor also features a number of multi‐family residential complexes. The multi‐
family residential complexes can be found at the along the entire length of Cheshire Bridge Road, in the
Woodland Hills neighborhood, as well as near the intersection of Briarcliff and LaVista Roads. The multi‐
family dwellings may be broadly classified as one of three styles. Firstly, there are older two to three
story, single‐loaded, "shotgun" apartments with exterior entrances clustered around Lenox Road and
Woodlawn just east of Cheshire Bridge Road, and north of the Briarcliff and LaVista Road intersection.
Secondly, newer four to five story complexes with interior entries characterized by the Archstone and
LaVista Walk developments located near the intersection of Cheshire Bridge, Lindbergh, and LaVista
Roads. Third, and finally, the Post complex on the southeast side of the Briarcliff Road and LaVista Road
intersection characterizes the sprawling suburban style apartment complex of today.
The Pedestrian Environment

Figure 2.2‐8: Some of the sidewalks in the study
area are located too close to the road and lack a
buffer for safety and ease of mind.

Figure 2.2‐10: Some of the sidewalks in the study
area lack adequate maintenance.
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Figure 2.2‐9: Some sidewalks are placed too close
to the street.

Figure 2.2‐11: Areas such as this one, between a
gym and a large apartment complex, lack
crosswalks.

Figure 2.4‐3 ‐ LaVista Park Master Plan, courtesy of W.K. Dickson of DeKalb County Parks and Recreation, 2005,
http://www.lavistapark.org/PDF/LaVista_Park_Conceptual_Master_Plan_9‐23‐06[1].pdf

Woodland Hills
The Woodland Hills neighborhood is
southeast of the intersection of Cheshire
Bridge and LaVista Rd. It is bordered on the
north by LaVista Rd., the east by Briarcliff Rd.,
the south by a CSX rail track, and the west by
Lenox and Cheshire Bridge Rd. No parks exist
within the Woodland Hills neighborhood.
However, the CSX track is bordered by a 30’
greenspace as buffer along its length and a
transmission line easement runs
northeast/southwest through the western
side of the neighborhood. The transmission
line easement and CSX track contain
unimproved service roads that run the length
of each land area. See Figure 2.4‐4.
Figure 2.4‐4 Looking south from Shepherds Lane toward the CSX
track in Woodland Hills neighborhood.
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